[Anesthesia for thoracoscopy].
The thoracoscopy is used both for diagnosis and treatment of pleural and lung diseases. We describe our experience in managing anesthesia for such procedures, the number of which is increasing thanks to technical advances. We review 82 thoracoscopic procedures, 48 of which were video assisted. Sixty-two were performed under balanced general anesthesia (GA) with isoflurane, fentanyl and atracurium. Local anesthesia (LA) with fractionated doses of propofol and fentanyl was used in 20 cases. The mean age of patients receiving LA (63 +/- 17 years) was significantly greater (p < 0.05) than those receiving GA (49 +/- 13 years). ASA IV patients were given LA and sedation. Selective bronchial intubation was performed in 46 cases. Complications during surgery were severe hypoxemia (SpO2 < 85%) requiring suspension of selective lung ventilation in 8 cases, moderate hypoxemia (spO2 < 90% and > 85%) in 1 case, coughing in 3 cases and agitation in 1 case. Video-thoracoscopy is a safe technique that is less invasive than conventional thoracotomy. The number of applications is increasing, although its future place in thoracic surgery must still be determined.